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A small community 
of characters, Moon 

Creatures and crystals, 
where it rains over 

200 days of the year. 

Powered by the moon, the 
crystals of Sueño Bay are thought to have 

mysterious healing powers. 

Our story 
follows four friends 

as they discover just how 
strange their island home 

really is. 



PROLOGUE
Blue Barge 
Mysteries

Text copyright © Nancy Deas 2025
Illustrations copyright © Mike Deas 2025

Published in Canada and the United States in 2025 by Orca Book Publishers.
orcabook.com

All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, artificial intelligence (AI) training and 
similar technologies. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by 

any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording or by any information storage 
and retrieval system now known or to be invented, without permission in writing from the publisher. 

The publisher expressly prohibits the use of this work in connection with the development of any 
software program, including, without limitation, training a machine-learning or generative AI system.

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication
Title: Howler Reef / Mike Deas and Nancy Deas.

Names: Deas, Mike, 1982- author, artist | Deas, Nancy, author.
Series: Deas, Mike, 1982- Sueño Bay adventures ; 6.

Description: Series statement: Sueño Bay adventures ; 6
Identifiers: Canadiana (print) 20240478991 | Canadiana (ebook) 20240479009 | 

ISBN 9781459837829 (softcover) | ISBN 9781459837836 (PDF)
Subjects: LCGFT: Graphic novels. | LCGFT: Action and adventure comics.

Classification: LCC PN6733.D43 H69 2025 | DDC j741.5/971—dc23

Library of Congress Control Number: 2024946511

Summary: In this graphic novel for early middle readers, Kay fights her fear of kayaking 
to join her friends on a kids-only paddle up the coast. Unbeknownst to the group, Kay 

has a secret goal: to find the missing person whose ship disappeared weeks before.
 

Orca Book Publishers is committed to reducing the consumption of nonrenewable resources in the 
production of our books. We make every effort to use materials that support a sustainable future.

Orca Book Publishers gratefully acknowledges the support for its publishing programs provided 
by the following agencies: the Government of Canada, the Canada Council for the Arts and the 
Province of British Columbia through the BC Arts Council and the Book Publishing Tax Credit.

Cover and interior illustrations by Mike Deas.
Colour flatting by Annie Deas, Faye Deas, Nancy Deas and Mike Deas.

Design by Dahlia Yuen.
Edited by Sarah Howden.

Photos of Mike Deas and Nancy Deas by Billie Woods.

Printed and bound in South Korea.

28  27  26  25  •  1  2  3  4

For Annie and Faye.
—M.D. and N.D.



76



 I am in the 
wild and out 
to discover!

 Yet again I head to the 
open ocean with my 

radio, my curiosity, my 
emergency survival crate 

and very little else.

Thank you for joining 
me, DJ Azul, in my 

live broadcast of Blue 
Barge Mysteries. 
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Oh, it better not 
stay a mystery. 
I hate when he 

does that. 

I know. When he didn’t 
reveal the last location, I was 
trying so hard to figure it out. 
It doesn’t matter. This is the 
best show on the radio, ever. 
Everything DJ Azul tells us 

is so amazing. 

Blue waters against a 
windswept coast. Strange 

creatures...crsh...Hey, whoa. 
Sorry, folks. I appear to be 

having...crsh...what the?! 

Healing crystals... 
crsh.

Keep listening to 
find out if I will 

reveal the next secret 
location or if it will 
remain a mystery. 

You gotta be 
kidding me!

He’s here! 
He came to our 

island?!

He didn’t say 
that for sure, but 

holy hammerheads, 
this could be the best 

day of our lives!

Crsh

Crsh

Ahem. Okay, this 
next island is home 
to wild stories and 

strange locals.
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AGAIN?! 
What is going on? 

I seem to be spinning. 
NO! Rolling?!

What is going—

Crsh... 
AHHHHHH!

 Can anyone—
crshhhhhhh

Oh! Oh no! 
What happened?

I don’t know, but 
I guess this one is gonna 
be a cliff-hanger. DJ Azul 

loves the drama. 

I gotta get home. 
Mom said straightaway 

after the show. 

Of course. 
Say hey to your 
sister for me. 

Crshhhhhh

Crshhhhhh

Crshhhhhh
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Sleeves...Do you think 
DJ Azul is okay?

Yeah. Why? 
It’s just a show, Kay. 

There probably isn’t even 
a blue barge. DJ Azul’s 
ratings were probably 
sinking and he had to 

spice it up. I can’t wait 
till the next episode. 

 
HELP!

Anyway,
I bet DJ Azul 
isn’t even his 
real name!

 Not his 
real name? 

Why? 

Crshhhhhh

Crsh...
Can anyone 
hear me?

See you 
tomorrow!
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CHAPTER ONE
Rise and Shine

It’s me again, Kay. It has been 26 days since the radio broadcast cut out. 
There has been no sign of any activity from DJ Azul. Since his location was a 
mystery, I don’t know where to look. I’ve told everyone what happened...and 
no one believes me. Who knows? Maybe he’ll turn up one day. 



Good morning, 
ladies. Rise and 

shine. What have you 
got for me today? 

 What’s that? You like my 
new haircut? Oh, thanks 

so much. How kind of you. 
Your feathers are looking 

lovely today as well. 

That’s my 
girls. Nice 
and easy!
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Anybody home? 
Ziggy? Where 

are you?

Ah, so you 
are awake.

It will be okay. Come on now. 
The first step is the hardest. 

That’s it. 
You did it!

Let’s have some 
breakfast now. Don’t 
worry about the girls. 

They won’t bite.

Now, ladies, 
Ziggy needs 

breakfast too. 
Please make some 

space for him. 

Uh! Not 
again!

Okay, take your 
time. The ladies 

are happy to share. 
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Wow, 12 eggs! 
That’s awesome. 

Everyone’s doing their 
thing. Thanks, girls. 

These are 
beauties. 

I’d better hurry up. 
Don’t want to keep my 

customers waiting. 

Good luck, Zigs. 
Maybe you will 
make a friend 

today!

Kay, you 
off to deliver 

eggs?

Yup! I’ve
 got three stops 
today. I guess 
I should be 

 about an hour.
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That’s the 
Cliftons. So two 

more stops 
to go. 

Ooh,
that could use 

some oil. I’ll fix 
that next week. 

Morning.
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Hey there, 
Ms. Grundle. 

Right on 
time!

Thanks, Kay! 
Your money is in your 

mailbox, as usual. 

Awesome.
Here you go. 

So, Jenna said you 
aren’t going on the 

kayak trip?  

Yeah. No, I 
have a lot to 
do at home.

Suit yourself. 
I told the others I can pick 
them up at Whisper Island.

Save them from a slow paddle 
back against the current.

Gotta run. Time 
to walk the dogs!

Thanks for the 
business!
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Get ’em while they’re hot! 
I got fresh eggs. Well, 

they’re not hot anymore. 
But they are fresh. 

Still in the egg 
business, Kay? 

Absolutely. 

 Kay here 
has the best 
eggs on the 

island. Wouldn’t 
get them from 
anyone else. 

Thanks, Arlo. 
See you at 

quilting tonight!
 Bye, Kay.

Bye!
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We all have 
our limits, 

right? 

Guess so. I mean, don’t 
get me wrong—I love

 an adventure. 

So I’ve 
heard. Ha, 

ha, ha.

Yeah, still with 
the radio. Plus, they’re 

going up north. What’s up 
there to see? I went in 
the boat with Dad once. 

Not much going on. 

It’s just...I  kinda 
need to keep my 
ear on the radio. 

In case. 

It’s pretty quiet. 
Pretty different than 

here, actually. Grundle 
has been running up 

there, taking samples. Said 
something about there not 

being many crystals. 

If there aren’t many crystals, 
what does that mean for the 

Moon Creatures?

 Still with 
the radio?

Well, something about being in a tiny
 little boat. It’s different. If you tip, 

how do you get back in? So, no.
Not really my thing. 

That’s what 
she’s trying to 

figure out.

You’re not going?! 
I thought that would be 

right up your alley. 
Oh, the 

kayak trip. 
I’m actually 
not going. 

 I’m good. Brooks was just getting Ollie’s 
supplies for the big kayak trip. When do 

you kids head out?

Can I give you 
a hand?
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Kay doesn’t 
want to go on 
an adventure. 
That’s strange. 

Oh, I haven’t 
had a chance 
to read it yet. 

Something about 
a wreck found 

up north. 

Can you charge this 
to my bill? I’d like to 
see what’s going on. 

Help yourself. I always end up with 
the odd extra. Might as well save it 

from being recycled. 

Thanks so 
much!

Hey, Arlo, 
what is this 

about? 

Thanks, Arlo. I 
appreciate it. 

That’s it. 
Standing 
order. 

 Well, anyway, here 
are your eggs. Same 

order next week?
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You’ve gotta be kidding me! 
It’s here! This could be it! 

I’ve seen that place. It’s up by 
Howler Reef. I just know it!

Doesn’t say anything about 
finding anyone. This is awful! 

DJ Azul could still be
up there! 

A local couple boating in the 
area discovered what appear 
to be pieces of a wrecked 
blue hull. An immediate 
search yielded very little. 
There was no sign that the 
wreck occurred nearby, and 
authorities say it could have 
washed up from anywhere.Reports of increased 

garbage and erosion along    
 the coast worry locals.

Wreckage Found on North Coast

What if he is 
stranded and helpless? 

He will be freezing 
and starving! I have 

to save him!
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Come on, sweetie,
let’s get you in 
your life jacket. 
Are you excited? 
Your first time in 
a boat this size. 

Dada, 
will we see 
sea stars?

Kay, we’ll 
see all kinds of 
things. It’s so 

beautiful. 

Let’s go, girls. 
Let’s have 
some fun. 
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Morning, Ollie. Are 
you all packed? I was 
actually thinking about 
maybe coming along 

after all. I heard 
about a really cool 
spot up that way. 

Howler Reef.

That sounds cool. 
Is it near where 

we’re going?

I’m gonna catch 
a sea star to 
keep as a pet!

Kay, you can’t 
take one home. 

It wouldn’t survive. 
And it would start 

to stink!

Well, yeah... 
sort of.

Earth 
to Kay.

Huh? Oh, hi, 
Autumn. Um, 

can I please use 
the phone?

Kay?

Thanks.

?

Got it!

Phone? Yeah, no 
problem.
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Are you kidding?! Jenna’s been 
planning this trip to the Whisper Chain 

for weeks. You would have better 
luck changing the tide! 

Good 
point. 

You should still try and come. 
I don’t have much experience, 
so you won’t be the only one. 

Oof. I don’t know. 
I’ll think about it. 
Okay, better run. 
Take care, Ollie.

 Thanks,
Kay. 

Take care. 

But that’s kinda why I called. 
Do you guys think you would 

change the destination?
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CHAPTER TWO
Heading Up the 
North Coast

Later on...



It’s only one night 
and two days.
I can do this. 

 I wonder if I have 
enough food. I mean, 

I won’t get that hungry, 
I don’t think. I hope 

I don’t get cold. 

I’m glad I found 
the tarp, since I 
don’t have a tent. 

 Yeah, it’ll be fine. 
Thanks for helping me 

with the boat. I got this. 
Jenna can give me a hand 

if I need it. I’ve seen 
you guys do it. 

Kay, 
are you sure 
about this? 

Okay, Kay. 
Snap out of it. 

You just need to 
figure out how to 
get to the reef. 
Minor detail. 
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Well, beware 
of the fog. It’s a 

bad omen.

Mind your 
own business, 

Mathers!

Morning, Kay. 
Never thought 
I’d see you in 

a kayak.
Why? I do 

this all 
the time!

Sure you do. 
Are you going with 
the rest of them 

up north?

Obviously.
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 The current is going to 
be running at three knots. 
That’s not super fast, but if 
we get on the water in the 
next half hour it will save 

us a good bit of work.

C’mon, guys! 
What’s the 
holdup?!

Sleeves, 
do you have 

your life jacket 
done up?

Why would 
you even ask?

Just a 
hunch.

I hope you two 
won’t be bickering 

the whole time. 
Ha ha.

Well, well, well.
 Look what the tide 

washed up. 

You’re 
coming?! 

Didn’t seem fair 
to let you guys 
have all the fun 

without me. 

How long 
is this trip 

going to be, 
anyway?

Uh, yeah! 
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So I see 
you’ve found a 
boat after all.

Yup, I had a change of 
heart. So what are we 

waiting for?

 Kay, that boat looks really 
old. Is it going to sink?

Uh...
I hope not. 

Oh man. I am happy to see 
you. These guys have already 
started snarking at each other 
and we haven’t even left yet. 

What a 
surprise!

This is an overnight trip. 
Two days and one night. We have 
food and gear for two days and 

one night. Not much more. 

Sleeves, 
come on. 

If she’s nervous, 
saying her boat 
is gonna sink 
won’t help. 

As the leader
 of our expedition, 
I want to make sure 

everyone has the 
proper equipment 

and supplies.

Jenna, are 
you serious? 

Kay, Jenna is 
letting me go 
in the back! 

My first time. 
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Okay, Jenna. 
Whatever
you say. 

Well, Kay, are 
you prepared for 
two days of meals, 

water, clothes, tent, rain 
gear, safety equipment? 
You weren’t here for our 

pre-trip planning.

Yes, Jenna. This isn’t my 
first camping trip, you know. 

I even brought a radio.

 Fine. If you say 
so. I guess at least 

you can listen to the 
weather report and 
read a tide table. 

I am a very 
talented 

young lady. 

All right. Are we 
ready then?

Grampa helped 
me pack. I am 

good to go. 

You packed my bags 
and all our food. We 
are actually in the 

same boat.

As a leader, 
I still need to go 
down my leader 

checklist. 

 Yes. If we all 
have our life jackets on 
and have stowed our 

gear, then yes. We can 
proceed to the water. 

 Now, hang on 
a sec...where is 

my chart?!

It was 
right 
here!
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I think you 
already 

packed it. 

No. I would have 
it on top. This is 
so weird. I just 

had it. Right here. 
Sleeves! Did you 

take it?

Don’t blame me. 
I don’t have 
your map!

 Under no 
circumstances do 
we go anywhere 

without it.

Relax. We don’t 
need a map. I 
know this whole 

island like the back 
of my hand. It’s 
probably just in 

another bag. 

Yes, Jenna.
We head out of Sueño Bay 
and go north—which is to 

the left, I believe.

Kay, are you certain you 
know the way? 

 It is called 
a chart.
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 Fine. Let’s get to our first 
stop at Ankle Beach and 
find it there. If we wait 
much longer, it will be a 

stronger current. Ugh, this 
is highly irresponsible. 

 These 
things are
so tippy. 

Just remember what I said 
earlier. Relax and sit tall. 

Paddle pointer—position your legs 
like a frog and don’t dig your 

paddles in too deep. 

 Jenna.

Yes, 
Sleeves?

I have to 
go pee!

Stay safe. 
Be sure to 
radio in.

See you 
tomorrow 

night!

 Maybe I put 
it in another 

bag...

That’s 
probably 

it.

You kids 
have fun!
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 Hey, do you actually know 
the north coast very well? 
Like, are you sure we don’t 

need a map?

Well, I may have exaggerated 
a bit. But we are just hugging 

the coast of the island and going 
in one direction. What could 

possibly go wrong? 

What could go 
wrong?! Well, 
knowing us, 
anything!

What are you 
two talking about? 

Does anyone need a 
paddle pointer? 

My back is kinda sore. 
Maybe it wasn’t a good 
idea for me to do this 

for a first trip.

Ollie, I can’t shuttle you back to 
the beach, and you are not going 
on your own. We have to make 

camp by 4 p.m. and radio home 
to confirm we are safe. Use slow 
movements for now. Once we get 
beyond Candle Point, we will have 
the current to help push us north. 

You’ll be able to rest more. 

 Is that another 
paddle pointer? 
To sit back and 

let the water work 
for me?

Yes. Yes, it is. 
Paddle pointer 

number two! When 
you can, use the 
currents to help. 

Paddle pointers...
ugh. These are 
gonna get old!
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See, what 
did I tell you? 
Much easier. 

How is everyone 
doing? 

Fine, but I keep 
getting splashed! 

That’s the 
best part!

You would say that, Sleeves. 
You have barely paddled once! 

I’m doing all the work!

Dada, it’s 
getting wavy.

Yeah, it is a little 
bit. We won’t be 

out for long. 
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How much 
longer till 

lunch, Jenna?

 Not too long now. If we 
keep this pace we should 

be at Ankle Beach in 
30 minutes, give or take. 

How ’bout you
 give me a sandwich and 
we can take our time. 

Eh? EH?

It’s like 
playing in the 

sprinkler. 
You do love the 

sprinkler. Just sit back 
and relax. We can head 

home now. 

Already?

This is her first 
trip. Don’t want 

to overdo it. 

Kay? 
You okay?

Huh?
Oh yeah. 
I’m good.

Ha ha!

Keep 
paddling, 
Sleeves. 
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Ankle Beach. Uh...can you 
access it by road? 

No. That’s what makes this trip so great.
 The north coast is so rugged. 

That’s a funny 
name. Ankle Beach. 

Why do you think they 
called it that? 

The water is 
always only ever 

ankle-deep.

 What was 
that?! 

Oh, wow!
Beautiful!

Ha.

Moon Creatures? 
I can’t stop staring 
at them. Where are 

they going? 

 Let’s follow them 
and find out!

Guys, we don’t have time for this. 
We need to eat and rest. We will likely 
see them again. There are probably 

all kinds of new Moon Creatures  
around here.  
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 I thought it was going to be 
really quiet up here. I mean, 

it’s not really, is it? There are no 
cars or people, but the silence 

is really loud. You can hear 
every bird and wave. 

You’re right, 
you know. It’s 

quiet and loud at 
the same time. 

 Okay, we are scheduled for a one-hour rest here before making 
our way to our campsite for the night. I am going to find my chart. 

Now’s a good time to get your lunches.
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You can see 
everything in 

the water. It’s so 
shallow! There’s 
another one of 
those flying fish!

No one is going to 
believe you, Kay. That 

barge probably doesn’t even 
exist. If it did go down on 
our island, the wreck has 
already been found, with 

no survivors.

They’re so 
sparkly, I can’t 

even look at 
anything else. 
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CHAPTER THREE
A Good Omen

I haven’t found my chart. 
So, Kay, I hope you know what 

you’re talking about. I guess it should 
be safe enough if we are sticking 
close to the coast. There’s a light 
marker at Churner’s Inlet for the 

campsite. Once we find that, 
we’ll be fine.  



Gah, I spoke 
too soon. This 

is why we need 
my chart. 

Kay is our map. 
Which way do 
we go, Kay?

Ah, well, let me 
try to remember. 
It’s the one on the 
right. We go right. 

Will we still be 
headed on the 
right course? 

This feels like—

We go right.
I’m sure of it. This is the 
way to go. We can just 

follow these guys. 

Is that because the flying creatures 
know where we’re going? Come on, 

Kay. That’s ridiculous. 

Kidding, obviously. 
This is the way, though. 

For real. 

 I do think 
seeing them is 

an omen. A good 
omen. 
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Our overnight site is 
located at Churner’s Inlet. 

We should arrive in 40 minutes. 

 40 minutes! 
We are gonna 

sleep well 
tonight. 

 We’re gonna 
be hungry 

tonight!

So, Jenna, if we are out for 
two whole days, how far north 

are we gonna get?

Oh, I love this! 
Finally someone is 

curious about 
the plan. 

Me too. Like, 
when do we eat? 

Ha ha.

Hey! I resent
 that comment. I’ve 

asked questions. 

The answer to how far we go is up to us. 
Sort of. As long as we keep in touch with home. The deal 

is we have to report in with our status in the afternoon at 
4 p.m. and the morning at 8 a.m. If I don’t make that call, 

we will never be allowed to do this again. 
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Just out of curiosity, 
is our pickup location 
near Howler Reef? It’s 

supposed to be north of the 
Whisper Chain... 

Chain? 
Why do we 

have a chain?

 She means the 
islands, Sleeves.  

As in chain of islands. 

No. Not really. 
It’s closer than where 
we are now. Howler 
Reef is pretty far up 

there. Why? 

Oh, I just thought 
the reef might be 
fun to check out. 

We are meeting Grundle at 1 p.m. on 
Whisper Island. We can’t go farther 
than that. Grundle is our ride home. 

We cannot be late.

Hey, there are 
those sparkly 

flying fish again. 

Besides, 
Howler Reef is 
no place for us.
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 It’s like they 
want us to 

follow them. 

They are
 so pretty. 

I don’t know, guys. 
Something feels off...

 I’ve noticed 
that too. 

The inlet should be 
in sight by now. 
I wonder if we 
missed our turn.

Guess you need 
your map, eh?

It’s a 
chart! 
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Churner’s Inlet is 
around this corner.

 I can feel it. 

Are we 
here? 

They just 
twinkle.
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We 
made it! 

Great! 
That was
 lucky!

Lucky?!

Never mind. 
Let’s go. I need 

to stretch 
my legs.

This is it. The overnight 
campsite. We proceed 
to the end of the inlet 
and there will be a 

small beach. 
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Okay. We need to
 pitch our tents above the 
high-tide line and secure 
our boats. We don’t want 
to wake up in the morning 

to find they floated off 
in the night. Jenna! 

This can be
our spot! 

Okay, Sleeves. 
This will be great.

 Good find.

Hey, Kay. Do you 
want to just share 

a tent? I don’t think 
we each need to 

set one up. 

Makes 
sense to me. 

How ’bout over 
there?

We’ll make sure to 
hang up our food as 
well. It will keep the 

raccoons out.  
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Jenna calling Mom...
Do you read? Whisper 
expedition has arrived 
at campsite A. I repeat, 
arrived at campsite A. 

Thanks, 
Jenna. Right 
on time. Did 
you manage 

okay? 

Yes, no trouble at all. 
Clear skies. Just like 

the forecast said. Talk 
tomorrow morning?

That’s the 
plan—8 a.m. 
Night, kids. 
Be good. 
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CHAPTER FOUR
There Are No Tracks!



Are we going to go 
swimming tomorrow? 

Isn’t 
it a bit 
cold?

I might 
give it
 a try. 

Maybe Ollie 
will go
 in too. 

Yeah. I will 
ask him. 

Oy!
No need 

to yell! Ask 
him in the 
morning. 

Yes, Sleeves. 
I will go for a 

swim with you. We 
can hear everything 
you guys are saying. 

They’re tents, not 
brick walls. 

Ha ha!

Jenna? Hmm?
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 Night, 
all!

Jenna! Did 
you just hear 
something?

You guys
 be quiet and 

go back to sleep. 
It’s probably a 
limb falling or 

a raccoon. Just 
because we sleep, 

it doesn’t mean 
the forest does.

Sleeves?
I heard it. 

What d’ya think 
it was? 

 Great! Now
I’ll never
 sleep. 

Nope. There 
it is again. 

I’m gonna take 
a look-see. 

Night.

Night.

Night.

Shhh.
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Oh, hello...

Sleeves.
Can you zip up? 

We need to get some 
sleep. It’s really late. 

It’s only 
Conker! 

He does this. Waits 
till everyone settles, 
sniffs around, then 
wanders off to find 

a place to sleep. 

Night.

Night. Night. Night.
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Early next morning...

103102



Looks like we 
had company 

last night. 

Food 
is safe. 
That’s 
good.

Better figure 
out where 

I need to go. 

Wha—?!
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Oh, Conker. You startled me. Did you 
have a good sleep? Did you see who 
messed up our campsite? Or will it 

remain a mystery? Ha, ha, ha.

Think we’ll 
get reception 

out here? 

I know he’s out there, 
Conks. We just need to 
look in the right spot. 

Crshhhhhh.

Crshhh.
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Oh, wow! 
What 

a mess.

It’s not 
that messy. 
It looks like 

my bedroom.

What happened? 
This is a disaster. 

Everything is 
everywhere. 

The food is okay. 
I checked it 

already. 

 What would have 
done this? 

I don’t know. It’s weird. If 
it were wolves or something, 

there would be tracks. 

Oh no. 
The food? 

There 
are no 
tracks. 

A little later on...

109108



Guys, this 
does not feel good. 
I came on an easy 

camping trip. I don’t 
want some bog monster 

to be after us.

Bog 
monster?!

 There will be a logical 
explanation. What about 

Conker? Could it 
have been him?

Conker weighs, like, 200 pounds and 
travels on 4 feet. I think we would know 

if he was here. Besides, he sleeps in  
trees when he’s outside. 

What are 
you listening 

to, Kay? 

Wha? Nothing. 
I’m not listening 

for anything. 

 Kay? What are 
you up to?  

Seriously, guys. 
There’s no reception 

anyway. 

Crshhhh
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AGREED!

 Oh, what time is it? 
I need to call Mom. 

This place is giving
 me the creeps. Probably 

good we are only 
doing one night. 

Never mind her radio. We don’t know 
who our nighttime intruder was, so 

I suggest we get in our boats 
and head out early. 

...Nope, the night was 
fine. Nothing unusual 
at all, Mom. We’re just 
about to head out now. 

See you tonight. 
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Next stop is 
the Whisper Chain.

Do we have to 
whisper there?

The weather is 
pretty nice today. 

That’s a bonus. 

The forecast 
is good all day.

No sign of any rain. 
Blue skies ahead!
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I think I’m getting the hang of this.
I’m actually doing pretty good. 

Yeah, I was 
thinking the same 

thing. Not like those 
two, though. They look 

like they’re ready 
for the kayaking 

Olympics. 

Have you noticed 
they have also 

stopped jabbing 
each other? 

Ha! They’re so quiet, 
it’s almost relaxing. You got 
any idea what could have 
made that mess last night?

I was so tired I didn’t 
hear anything. 

I have no clue. 
Super weird. What 
leaves no tracks? 

And why didn’t we 
hear anything? 
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Our friends 
are back 
again. 

I wonder 
where they are 

taking us.

They aren’t 
taking us anywhere. 
We are going where 

we are going. 
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They must 
like me. They 
are coming up 

so close. 

 They’re 
so beautiful. 

I could watch 
them all day. 

I really do have a way 
with critters. Just like my 
chickens. Some people say 

they are grouchy. But they’re 
actually so lovely. 

Wow.

KAY!
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 Kay? 
Can you 
hear me?

She’s hooked 
by these 

creatures. 

This doesn’t look 
good. Why is she 
spinning like that?
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Girls,
I think we 

had better get 
a move on. 

What’s 
the rush?

I don’t like 
the look of 

those clouds.

The weather can 
shift so quickly. 
Let’s head home. 

Do we
 have to?
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My  
turn?

Just a sec, 
kiddo. I have a 

cramp in my leg. 
Ha ha. 
You’re 

getting old!
No I’m not. 
I’m tough 
as nails. 

Ha ha! 
Dad is old!
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 Dad? 
Her dad 

isn’t here.

 How is she spinning like 
that? She isn’t paddling 
at all. She’s gonna flip!

Kay, listen to 
my voice. Come

 back to us. 

I think it’s 
slowing.

Is there 
something in 
the water?

Kay, you are safe. 
You're soaking wet, 
but you are safe. 

Huh? 
What happened? 

Get me outta 
this boat!
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You managed just fine. 
But you were really 
out of it for a bit.
 Like, under a spell.

Spell? 
C’mon! Gwah, 
I hate these 
stupid boats! 

Kay, if you hate 
them so much, then 
why are you here? 

Why did you come on 
this trip at all? None of 

this sounds like you!

Yeah, Kay.
 Is it the reef?

Reef?!  
No way! It’s too 

dangerous. Do you 
have any idea how 
many ships have 

sunk there? What’s 
he talking about?

These boats just 
freak me out, okay?
When I was little, 

I just about drowned! 
Well, not drowned, 
but I fell in and got 

really scared.
 Do you understand? 

Then why 
come 

with us?

I need 
to find DJ 

Azul.
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DJ Azul? 
Kay, what are you 

talking about?

 I told you a 
hundred times! 
After you left, 

I heard him again. 
Yelling for help.

And why would 
he be here?  He said it. 

Sleeves and 
I figured it out. 

 No we didn’t. 
It’s just a show, 

Kay. 

The newspaper 
said someone found 
blue wreckage up 
the north coast. 

It could be from the 
blue barge. He said 
‘‘healing crystals.’’ 
He has to be here!

This 
all stops 
now. 

I’m getting 
really cold. Can 
you pass me my 
towel, please?

Kay! What is 
going on?! Why 
do you have 
my chart?!

We have a 
plan and we’re 
sticking to it. 
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Kay? Did you steal 
Jenna’s map, 

Kay?

I didn’t
 steal it. I am...
borrowing it. 

 Kay, you lied!
I thought I was losing it. 

I knew I had all 
my gear!

I am so, so, so sorry. 
I really need it! 

To find him.

At what point were you going to give it back? How 
are we ever going to believe you again? Look, I am 

responsible for this trip. 
We have to meet Grundle’s

 boat at 1 p.m.

We have wasted 
enough time 
getting there. 

Are we going 
to miss our 
ride home?

We’re going to 
paddle straight 
there and not 
move an inch 
beyond what 

 we agreed to. 

No. Because we are 
going to get back in 

our boats.
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You guys, I am 
sorry. What can I do 
to make it up to you?

Nothing! And we are not 
going looking for some 
MADE-UP missing DJ!

 Whatever you 
say, Jenna.
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Spread of quiet remorse and anger. Kids are 
super wound up.

Ollie? 

Yeah. 

I am really 
sorry.
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CHAPTER FIVE 
I Can’t See 
Anything



Now the water is 
going to be a little 

quick here. It’s very 
easy. Just remember 

what I said yesterday. 
Sit back and let the
 current take you. 

We go to the right here to 
head to the Whisper Chain. 

The islands are spread
out from here. 

What is to 
the left?

We aren’t 
going left. 

The reef is 
to the left. 

It isn’t a problem. 
But it would be hard to 

turn around. Once we are 
moving, we keep moving. 

Kay? 
Where are 
you going?!

I have 
to try! You
 go with the 

others. 
And is 
that the 
bag?!

The current will
 be stronger as the 
channel narrows. 
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KAY! 
Come on!
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Not again! 
And the radio too!

I have to! 
You can’t go on 

your own.

 Kay, you’re 
scaring me!
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What do we 
do, Jenna?

Nothing. We have 
to get through 
the narrows. 

What about 
Kay and Ollie?

They will 
be fine. 

 When the 
water slows down, 
we will carry on 
around the long 
way and catch 
up with them. 

What about 
our ride?

I don’t know yet. 
We just need to get our 

group back together. 

 Jenna,
I’m not having 
fun anymore. 

Sleeves, at this 
point no one is. 

I thought it was 
supposed to be 
sunny today.

That’s the 
forecast. 

Why?

Look at that fog 
over there. It must 
be headed straight 
for Kay and Ollie. 
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 Fog?
This is the last 
thing we need!

Kay, come on!
We need to find the 

others. We don’t know the 
first thing about being out 

here on our own. 

 I’ve come 
all this way, Ollie. 
I have to see if 

he’s there. 

Oh, this is just great. 
I can’t see anything. 

My friends are back. We will just follow 
them. They’ll lead us to the wreck. 

Kay, these creatures 
aren’t helping us. They 

are getting in your head 
and stopping you from 

thinking straight. 

153152



Did you lose it?! 
The radio is in that bag! 

Kay, tell me you still
have it!

It slipped. I was reaching for the little creatures 
and it slipped. I’ll try to find it—I just can’t see anything!

It’s gone, 
Kay! You had 
it, and now 
it’s gone! 

Ollie, 
where are 

you?

What did Mathers say 
about fog being a 

bad omen?
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Howler Reef! 
I made it. 

What?! 
The reef 
marker!
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Kay, honey, 
you’re safe. 
We got you. 

Dad!
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What 
happened? 
Where’s my 

boat?!

What are 
you things?

What?
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It got me! 
That thing 
bit me!

 What’s happening? 
I’m turning!

 Ah! 
My paddle! 
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 What happened?! 
We heard yelling.

 Oh, it’s bleeding. I feel sick 
from spinning. 

 Oh, Conks. 
You saved 

me.
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Does he need 
stitches? I have 

a sewing kit.

Sleeves, no. 
We won’t be 
doing stitches 

today. 

 So, Kay, what was 
this other plan? 

The reef?

There’s no plan. 
I’ve messed everything 
up. There’s no wreck. 
There’s no mystery DJ 
stranded on the beach. 
We just need to help 
Ollie and get home. 

’Bout time 
you started to 
make sense.

Jenna, can I 
eat something? 
I’m starving. 

Might as well. Now that we 
have the radio back, I will 
call Grundle and give her 

our location. 

Ahh, about 
that...

About
 what?!

Someone 
tell me what 
is going on!

Where is your 
boat, Kay? 

Kay here had a 
different plan for 
this whole trip, and 

now look at us! 

My boat is
 gone. Ollie, I have 

bandages in my 
first aid kit. Ah, no 

I don’t—it was 
in my boat.

Okay, let’s calm down 
and figure this out. She’s 

right. You need to get 
that bite taken care of.  

Use my first aid kit. 

Thsssst! 
Careful! 

That hurts. 

I’m trying to be 
careful. I’m so 

sorry, Ollie. 
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 The bag slipped. It fell 
overboard. It’s gone. No!

 You lost it?!

Oh you’ve got to be kidding 
me! This is absolutely 

disastrous!

What in the name of...Kay, what 
are we going to do now? How are 

we going to get out of here? Ollie has 
a serious cut, you’ve lost your boat, 
we haven’t got much food left and no 

one knows where we are!

So, Jenna, what 
can I eat?

Sleeves! 
Make a 

sandwich!

 YES! 

So what 
do we do? 

I don’t know. The only 
thing I can think of 
is Grundle will see 
that we aren’t on 

Whisper Island. What 
if we all yell and see 

if she hears us?

Yelling? That really 
isn’t a plan. I know 
what you said, but I 
think I might actually 

need stitches. 

 Of course you need 
stitches! And no, 

Sleeves, you won’t be 
doing them. Ollie, for 

your information, 
sound travels very 
well over water. 
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Where are 
those kids?

They should be 
here by now. 

I knew this was a bad idea. This side of the 
island is getting way too dark. The crystals aren’t 
that strong. If the coast keeps crumbling away...

oh gwah! I can’t even think about it. 

Guess I better 
give them another 

15 minutes, then head 
out to see if they got 
home on their own. 

What are we gonna do? Are we 
stuck here? I mean, someone 
will come look for us, right?
Can we walk out of here?

Of course someone will. We can’t walk 
out. The rocks are too high and the bush 
too thick. It’s better to stay in one place 

and make ourselves visible. We just 
might have a hungry night or two. 

Two nights?! 
I need to get my 
hand looked at. 

Kay,
let’s just 

keep yelling. 
It might 
still work.Crsh...Grundle calling 

Jenna. I repeat, 
Grundle calling 

Whisper expedition. 
Do you read me?

Nearby...
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Sleeves, weren’t you just 
eating a sandwich? Lay off 
the supplies. We’re going

 to have to ration. 

Ration? What 
does that mean? 
Is this another 

made-up word to 
try to control me, 

Jenna? 

I’m pretty sure she means 
don’t eat everything in one go. 
You might need to make it last

 a few days longer. 
Why? Are we 

stranded here? 

 Oh, that makes 
sense. Wait, no—it 

doesn’t. Where’s your 
sandwich?

Clearly, I traded it for 
these noodles. 

I was going 
to say that we 

didn’t pack 
those noodles. 

Sleeves, 
who did you  
trade with?

Anyway, for your 
information, I did not 

eat that sandwich. 

What are you all 
yelling about? When 
does our ride get 

here?

 It’s been 
delayed. 
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 That guy down
the beach. He said 
he was so sick of 

eating the same thing 
over and over. So I 

traded with him. 

What is 
all this? 

There’s 
someone 
out here?! 
Sleeves?! 

It’s been a little 
while since I’ve seen 

anyone. I was thinking 
that I might be here 

for good. 

These noodles 
aren’t very 

tasty. 
I warned 

you.

Am I happy 
to see you kids! 

Over there, see?
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I know that 
voice! I knew 
we’d find you! 

Sorry, are 
you talking to me? 

I don’t believe 
we’ve met. 

 No, you’re right. 
We haven’t formally 

met. But I have been 
listening to your show 

for ages, DJ Azul!

Ah, you listen 
to my show? 

Always a pleasure 
to meet a fan! 

Yes! What happened 
to you? We were 
listening and the 
broadcast just 

stopped. 

I honestly don’t even 
know. I was talking 
into the mic. A fog 

came up around me, 
and the barge started 
to pitch. I thought it 

was just rough water. 

Next thing, the poor 
old tub was spinning 

like a top. 

Azul is just my radio 
handle, not my real name. 
I’m a very private person. 

And no, no hot sauce. 
Sorry. 

Hey, Azul. You 
got any hot sauce? 

That might help 
these noodles.
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Was it those little 
Moon Creatures? 

They’ve been making 
trouble our whole 

trip. They even tried 
to drown Kay and 
bite Ollie’s arm off.

Well, that would be a 
wild story, wouldn’t it. 
But it’s not like they 

actually exist. 

You travel the world 
looking for the 

unexplainable, but 
you don’t believe 

any of it?

Nope, sorry, kiddo. 
Not really. It’s the 
drama my listeners 
want. Wild stories 
and excitement. 

Not reality.

 Huh? What do you mean? 
They sure do exist. 

There’s loads of them—
or there were. I guess 

they’re gone now.

Just how long 
have you 

been here? 

Today is 28 days. 
Twenty-eight days 

of noodles and 
rainwater. 

You ate these noodles for 
28 days?! Yuck!

I kept thinking that someone 
would see me. A boat went by a 
few days ago, but I was down 
the beach and missed them.

What about your 
emergency supply 
crate? You always 
have your ESC! 

Crate? Yeah, it’s all 
noodles. And a few 

odds and ends.

Like flares?

Maybe...I don’t 
really know how to 
work all that stuff. 
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 Just shoot!

 Do you 
think she will 

see it? 

Now 
what?

Now we wait 
some more. It will 

probably take her a 
while to see it, Sleeves.

 We only have 
two left.

What’s that 
noise? Do you guys 

hear that?

Things are 
looking up.

Grundle!
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CHAPTER SIX 
No More Noodles



Hey, are you ever 
gonna tell us your 

real name? I mean, 
after all this...

 Yeah, seriously. 
After all that happened, 

you’ve got to tell us. 
These guys didn’t 

even think you were 
a real person!

If I tell you, 
that would ruin 

everything, 
wouldn’t it? 
The illusion 
broken...

No way. We’re 
really good at 

keeping secrets. 

 You are? 
I mean, I try 

to keep secrets. 
Sometimes they 

just fly out 
of me. 

Well, this sure beats going 
slow in a kayak!

I don’t know. Other than 
almost drowning and getting 
eaten by Moon Creatures, 

I was starting to like it!

And no more noodles, 
right, DJ Azul?

Yeah. Stuck out here 
I had a lot of time to 

think. But I am looking 
forward to a shower.
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I am 
afraid it will 

have to remain 
a mystery. 
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show calling for help as his boat spins out of control. 
But no one believes her. Realizing he must be near 
Suen ~o Bay, Kay joins her friends on a kayak trip up 
the coast, hoping to find him. 

Battling fear, misbehaving Moon Creatures and 
growing danger, Kay must decide if following her 
hunch is worth putting her friends at risk…

" I love the Suen~o Bay series so much. Each book 
is a spell of wonder, magic and friendship."

—RICHARD VAN CAMP, bestselling author




