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In the small village of Sueño Bay, famous for its mysterious 
crystals and legendary Moon Creatures, friends Ollie, Jenna, Sleeves 
and Kay are building a go-kart for the annual Fall Fair competition. 
Living in the nearby hills are tiny Moon Creatures, the Hivers, who 
play a crucial role in the pollination of the local island mushroom 
crop. But the Hivers' important job is interrupted when Sleeves, the 
youngest of the group, stumbles upon them. Feeling left out of 
the go-kart project, Sleeves claims the Hivers as his loyal subjects 
and locks them away when he’s not around. Without the Hivers, the 
island’s mushroom crop starts to take a turn for the worse.

Stories say that the last person who messed with the Hivers, 
the Hillside Hermit, was cursed to roam alone and never return to 
Sueño Bay. Is Sleeves destined to suffer the same fate or can he and 
his friends return balance to the island in time?
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 Grundle twins, thirty years ago...

Tabitha! 
Hang on. Don’t 

let go!

Leave me 
alone! I’m 

fine!
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I can get 
myself out of this! 

You aren’t 
always right!

What have you 
done, Tabitha?! You 
know we can’t cage 
the Hivers! They’re 

too important.

You don’t 
understand!

The darkness is 
spreading...we have to stop 

this. It’s gone too far. 

No! Just 
leave them 

alone. They’re my 
friends. Kate, don’t 

let them go!!

54
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That’s it, 
little ones. Quickly!
I just hope it’s not 

too late!

98



My dad is finally coming home. Just in time to see me in the 
fall fair talent show. We always do a ton of cool stuff together. 
I can’t wait to go fishing with him and get away from my 
know-it-all sister. She thinks she’s the boss of me.

What Is This 
Place?

CHAPTER ONE
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Jenna! 
What time 
do they 
get here 
again?

I’m going as 
fast as I can.

Any minute 
now, so 

hurry up!

Anybody 
home?!
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I saw her at the bottom of the hill. She 
should be up in five minutes or so. Maybe 

more—she was stocking her egg stand.

I gotta show you the 
harmonica my dad sent me. 

It’s sooo awesome!

Right
on,

Sleeves.

But how 
’bout in a little 

while?

Ollie,  
guess what?

 My dad is going to be back for the 
fall fair this year! He’s coming to see 
me in the talent show! You’re going 

to come too, right?

Nice, Sleeves.
I wouldn’t miss it. But for 

now, we better get started 
on this project and keep 

your sister from erupting.

Mushrooms. 
Yuck.

 It’s probably just as well. 
Is Kay with you?

 Mathers is going to be a no-show. 
Apparently he is going mushroom 

picking with his brother. 
Or something.

  What?!  
Oh man.

Ollie?

Yeah?
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Very 
funny, Oliver. 
I am anxious, 

yes...

But only because I have 
won this contest three years 
in a row and don’t plan on 

losing now that it is a 
group project.

So please, when 
you’re ready, 

let’s get started.

See?

Nice of you to 
show up, Kay. 

Good 
morning, 

all.

I know, I 
know. I’m late 

again.

Fine. But 
later for 

sure.
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Pass me that pencil, Kay. If the 
frame is complete by 11 a.m., 

we will be able to spend 
adequate time on th—

Do you want 
me to do the 

sawing?

Watch it! We 
don’t have time 
for mistakes.

 No, definitely 
not. You’re not big 
enough. Ollie, can 
you do it? You’ll be 

faster.

C’mon! 
I’m big!

Me? Yeah, okay. I 
can do it. I think? 

What do I—?

Pass the 
measuring tape, 

and I’ll mark 
the cuts.

Make sure you 
follow my directions 

sheet. It’s very 
specific.

You made
 a directions sheet? 

Ha, ha, ha.

Laugh all you want. 
You’ll be happy I did when 
you see that bright blue 
ribbon in your hand.

I’ve 
never won 
anything.

Oops.
 Sorry.
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How ’bout 
you go bring 
us the snacks, 

Sleeves?

But I want to 
help here. What 

can I do?

Well, I 
guess hand 

me that flat-head 
screwdriver.

Where
 is it?

It’s right 
in front of you. 
On the table.

No it 
isn’t.

Where did you put it then? 
Did you lose it? Sleeves, you 

lose EVERYTHING!

No I don’t. I 
didn’t touch it. 

I swear.

Gwah, Sleeves, please, 
we need to focus. Can 
you just get the snacks 
I made? They are in 
the fridge. Can you 

just do that?!
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Great. Thanks. 
Now why don’t 
you go play in 

the back?

But 
I thought 

I was going 
to help.

I’ll yell if we 
need you. How 

’bout that?

It’s not fair. 
Dad lets me use 

the saw.

2322



 get back here. 
Gimme back my 
harmonica! My 
dad gave that 

to me!

Sniff.

Sniff.
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It’s mine! 
I need it for 

the fair! 

Whaaaat? 
Who are 

you?
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Where did 
you go?

I see you! 
Come on! 

Pleeeeeeeease!

2928



Gotcha!

3130



Holy 
howler 
monkey! 

What is this 
place?
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Whoa. 
Hey, little 

guy.

This is 
awesome.

No way!

What’s in 
there?

3534
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This is 
AMAZING!

3938



I’m Sleeves. 
What’s your 

name?

And 
I’ll call you
Groober!

Hey, is that
 Mom’s watch? You took 
it? I got the heat for 

that one. 

Jenna’s 
screwdriver? 
I told her it 
wasn’t me!

So what 
are you hiding 

in here?

Oh no 
you don’t!

I’ll 
call you   
Pookoo!

4140



Well, that should 
be it for stage one. We’ll 

have to get going on stage 
two so that it will have time 

to dry by early morning and 
we can start stage three.

Jenna, 
enough with your 
stages already. 
It’ll get done. 
Just relax.

I’ll get
 ya!

Told you!

This is my 
favorite hat!

You guys 
are pretty 

sneaky!

This place
 is so cool!
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Can we take 
it easy for a bit? I think 
my brain needs a lunch 

break. My stomach 
sure does.

Yeah, mine too. 
I’ll need to run home 
and check on Grampa. 
He’s having a harder 

time since the weather 
has turned cooler. 
Something about his 

‘‘old bones.’’

Fine. One hour-long break, 
then back at it. Sleeves, can 
you pile the end cuts over 

by the woodshed?

Sleeves? 

You did tell 
him to go play. 
Remember?

Oh yeah.

Be back 
in a bit.

See ya, 
Ollie.

Where 
did he 
go?

You can help now. 
Sort of...
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Okay,  
little guys. 

I gotta run.

 You better 
stay here.
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Hey, guys, 
what’s all the 
yelling about? 
Where’s the 

chow? Where were 
you?! We looked 
everywhere. You 
weren’t beyond 

the fence, 
were you?

I was just 
around. And 
I found your 
screwdriver.

Hmmmm?
Figures.

I know the 
rules, Jenna.

Well, he’s 
back now. So 

let’s eat!

4948



The Curse of 
the Hivers

CHAPTER TWO

5150



Oh, mama. I’m so hungry, 
I could eat a whale. Like, a blue 
whale too. Not some cute little 
beluga. But a gigantic big one. 

Toes to nose, the whole 
enchilada.

Kay, 
whales do not 

have toes. 

Oh, right. Ya 
got me! Fin to 
grin then...

I am just 
going to grab the 

level. I forgot we’ll 
need it when Ollie 

gets back.

So, Kay,
I was wondering 
about something. 

Oh yeah?
What’s on 

your mind?

Have you 
ever heard 

of little flying, 
glowing things? 

Like UFOs? 
I know lots 
about them. 
Pretty sure 
I saw one 
last May. 

No, no, no,
not aliens,
more like 
tiny Moon 
Creatures. 
Those guys 
that love the 

crystals.

Well now, 
let me think... 
Did you see 
something? 

No, not really. 
Just curious.

That’s lucky. Because the only little 
critters around here that I’ve ever 
heard about are the Hivers. As in, 

the curse of the Hivers!
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I don’t really know, Sleeves.
 I just heard whispers about little 
glowing cursed critters. They are 

supposed to be impossible to find. But 
if anyone does find them and goes 

near them—like, touches them, close—
that person is cursed! If they are 
Moon Creatures, they’re not ones

I want to hang out with. 

Alone?!

Like, nobody 
will go near  

 you?

Alone? Kay, 
what are you 
talking about?

Oh, nothing. 
It’s just a story. 

 Not a story,
a curse. It’s real. 

I’m sure of it.

Right, a curse. This 
island has some funny 

things about it. I will give 
you that. But a curse is 

just made-up stuff. 

 I hope so.

It’s true. You don’t 
want to end up like 

you-know-who...
 Who?

Those little things are 
really something. If they 

don’t get their way, 
if they touch you...

I mean really 
cursed. No friends, 

wandering lost and doomed 
to a lonely life, all alone. 
By themselves, forever.
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Ever wonder
why it’s called Hermit Hill? 

There’s a hermit doomed to a 
life of isolation. Cursed after 

touching a Hiver! And then there’s 
the darkness that spreads—

or something like that.

Come on, enough 
with story time. Let’s get 

back to work. 

He never 
washes his hands 

without someone telling 
him to five times.

What is 
he up to? 

Well, you are 
always bugging 
him about it...

Beats me!

All set?

Is he 
washing his 

hands?
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Don’t ask!

Say 
what?

Soooooooooo
 alone. 

Kay, 
like, 

really 
alone?

Okay, team. 
Wrap it up for 
the day. Back 
here at 9 a.m. 

sharp!

They didn’t really touch me very much. 
Kay is probably talking about some other 
creatures. Curses for sure aren’t real.
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Are you 
kidding me? You 
were supposed

 to be home 
Friday!

What about Sleeves’s 
show? You promised him you 

would be here. What am 
I supposed to tell him?

Never mind. Just call 
once you know when 

you’ll be back. He’s not 
coming? He 
promised.

Hello?

That night...



Dad said
he was going
to be here.

 He lied to me.

You found 
me! Sniff. 

But you guys
want to be around 
me. Sniff, sniff.

You like me.
Don’t you?

Pookoo? 

Sniff!



Wow! 
You all 
came?!



King for 
a Day

CHAPTER THREE



Huh?

What?

Wakie, 
wakie, rise  
and shine!

Okay, coming. 
Jeez!

You slept in. The 
others will be here in 
fifteen. We need to 
be up and ready.
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I drew 
you a picture. 
You like that?

Ta-da! 
King Sleeves!

Ruler of 
the Hill!

One last 
thing.

And 
this...

Come on
 in. This is 
amazing! 

Okay, 
check this 
out, guys!

I’ll need 
this...

7170



Well, you 
have to eat 
something 
healthy.
Not junk!I’m headed out, 

kids. Sleeves, listen 
to your sister.

Good 
morning, 

Sueño Bay!

Like my 
outfit?

Sleeves, 
what are you 

wearing?

It’s King 
Sleeves now. 

Whatever you say. 
We’re out of your 
cereal. So what do 
you want to eat?

I’ll take 
care of myself, 

thanks. 

Buh-bye!
Where are 
you going?  

See ya, 
Mom!

Wait.
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Are you 
ready for 
some fun?!

Morning, 
Half-Pint!

Whoa!

All 
hail King 
Sleeves! Sleeves? 

Where are 
you going?

So 
cool!

Wh-what 
are they?

My, oh, my. 
Sleeves, who 

are these 
little guys?

No 
way!
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You think everything’s a Moon 
Creature, Kay. Sleeves never 
listens to me. Why did he run 
off like that? I mean, where 
could he possibly be going?

I don’t
 have the 
foggiest. 

I can 
go look for 

him.

 No, we have 
a lot to do. Just 

leave him be. We 
are already short 
one person with 
Mathers gone. 

Jenna, I kinda 
had some ideas 

of my own. 

So here 
are the plans 

for today.

Oh? Well, 
let’s get 

started and 
we can talk 
about them 
at lunch. 

What do 
you want me 

to do?

I was thinking we 
could paint dragons 

surfing on waves down 
the side. It’d be 

awesome. 

That sounds 
great, Kay.

We need to 
focus on getting 

it built before we 
waste any time on 

decorations.

Hey! It’s 
just an idea.

Yes. We’ll 
talk about it 

later.

Did you 
see that?

Moon 
Creatures,
I betcha!
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Hello! 
Little guys? 

Where
 are you?

I’m here! 
Let’s have 
some fun!

Ha! 
Found ya! Hey, my 

crown!

Give it
 back!
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Now that I
 am king, we can 
play every day! 

No more 
bossy sister.

Moon 
Creatures! 
I knew it!  
You love  

those  
crystals. 



What is 
that?

You’re a 
busy little 

fella. 
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Huh? 
Where’d 
ya go?

Where 
are you 
hiding?

Pookoo? 
Groober?

Huh?
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Did 
you hear 

that?

What
was that? 

There 
you are. 

Did you 
miss me?
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Just 
in case.

Don’t want 
you to fly away. 

I’ll be back 
next weekend.

You’re not 
cursing anyone... 

are you? Kay is always 
making up stories.

Like I said, I’m 
King Sleeves, Ruler 

of the Hill!
Or what about The 
Hiver King? Or just 

King Sleeves?

Come on into
 the castle, my little ones. 
That’s it...you listen to me, 
don’t you. It’s about time 

someone did. I’ll keep working on the engine 
after school. Now I better go find 

that brother of mine.

Thanks, 
Jenna.

See 
you!

Hmm. I’ll 
close the door 
to keep you 

safe. 
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They’re gonna 
be so excited to 

see me. Tomorrow 
is going to be 

the best!

92



The next morning...

I Wouldn’t
Do That If I 
Were You

CHAPTER FOUR
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Hey! What’s 
going on?!

No! Please 
don’t go! We’re 
going to play 
all weekend!

You can’t leave 
me. Dad’s not coming 

home. Jenna’s always mad 
at me. Nobody wants to 

be around me.

And now 
you? Please, we 
were going to 

have fun.
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I’ll be 
all alone.

Oh no...Kay 
was right!

Yuck! 
What is 

this stuff??

I wouldn’t 
do that if I were 
you. The Hivers 
don’t like being 
locked away.

Huh?

What a 
strange 

little boy.

Alone?

9998



All this is my masterpiece! 
I’ve been up for three nights 
painting it. Whaddya think? 

I call it Coastal Wave Rider.

Uhhh? 
What’s all 

this?

Kay!!! 
Where’s 
Kay?! Sleeves! 

There you are. 
Where have you 
been?! You can’t 
go running off 

like that.

Where’s 
Kay?

Well, she should have been
 here ten minutes ago. Late 

as always. Why?

 Late?! 
But...always 
prepared!

Kay—

101100



Side panels. 
Remember I said I would 
put something together?

Well, I put a lot of work 
into them, and I say 

we use them! 

This is not part of 
our plan, Kay.

You mean YOUR 
plan, Jenna. Ollie, 
Sleeves, what do 

you think?

Uh...well...I think...… 
well...I kind of 

like them. 

Ha! Majority 
rules!

Not so fast. Where’s 
Sleeves? Where’s 

my brother? He will 
agree with me.

I am 
RIGHT here, 

but—

Yeah, Sleeves. 
What do you think?   
Pretty rad, right?

So rad,
 but—

This isn’t exactly 
the direction we were 

going with. I don’t recall 
actually agreeing 

to anything. 

Sleeves, are you 
sure that’s what you 
think? We’ll talk about 

this later! 

Kay?

Sleeves, 
these 

panels—

Hey!

Yoo-hoo,
Kay!

Come on, Ollie. Let’s head to the 
village. We need more bolts for 
mounting the engine. The ones I 

ordered have come in. 
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Why do you let her push 
you around like that?

Huh? 
What?

Sleeeeeeves?!

Jenna, those 
panels are pretty 

cool. It looks 
like Kay worked 
hard on them.

Ugh!

I have
 to show you 

something! You 
were right! 
Something is 

wrong!

105104



Jenna and 
Sleeves’ house

Ferry dock

Store

Fairgrounds

Otter Lagoon

Murmur Cove

Sueño Bay
Home of the Supernatural

Kay’s 
house

Ollie and 
Grampa’s 

house



Jenna, my dear. 
How are you 

today?

 I’m fine. Thank you for calling 
about the bolts. I was worried they 

wouldn’t be here in time.  

We really 
only need 

a few. 

Those 
the ones? The fall

fair kart I  
built as a kid 

ended up in the 
bay after the 
brakes failed. 
What a run! 

What’s 
your cat’s 

name?

 Who? Oh, 
that’s not 
 my cat. 

What is 
Mathers up to 

now? 
Selling 

scrap to the 
mainlander 
metal guy. 
He’s been 
towing old 
wrecks out 
of the bush 

all day. 

I jumped off at 
the last second. 
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I thought
you were picking 

mushrooms,
Mathers.

We were, but we  
had to change our plans. 
Something weird is going 
on. The mushrooms are 

all turning to goop.

Goop? 
Nice.

No, not 
nice. This isn’t 

going to bring the 
big bucks.

Where 
were you 
picking?

This is like 
way less than what we 

picked last year. 

We started up on the Hill. But 
practically everything was toast. 
I‘ve never seen anything like it. 

We got a little bit, but by midweek 
we had to go all the way out to  

the power line trail to find  
anything worth picking.

The Hill? 
Like up 
behind 

your place, 
Jenna?

Nothing  
there, just goop. 
It’s sad, really. 
Something is 
definitely up.
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 Yeah, I’m 
sure you 

have. 

Well, while you were picking mushrooms, 
the rest of us have been working very 

hard on OUR project. Remember? The one 
you were supposed to help with? 

Watch it! 
Here comes 

my guy.

Let’s go, 
Ollie. We need 

to get back. This 
kart isn’t going to 

build itself.

What do you 
think Mathers 

meant by goop? 
Do you think 
something’s

wrong?

Goop?! Ollie, 
don’t be so naive. 
He’s just making 
something up to 

get out of helping 
with our kart.

We could always 
use another guy doing 

salvage. Scrap metal is good 
money. We’re not all as lucky 

as Miss Jenna here.

Hey, 
Ollie! 

Let’s go!
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Maybe
I should quit 
our team. I’m 
not helping 
that much.

What? No! 
It’s too late for 
that. We need

 everyone working 
together. 

Ollie, have 
you ever used an 
electric sander?

Uhh...a what? 
Maybe? Why?

We need to work 
a little faster. I was 

thinking we should use 
bigger tools.

You know, 
maybe Kay 

would like to do 
that part.

Huh? 
Why?

Uhh, I’m  
not sure I know 
how to do that 
stuff. I  never 
really learned.

Then 
what about 
Sleeves? 

Sleeves? I 
guess you have 

a point.
He does know 

how to use a sander. 
Maybe I’ll get you 

painting.
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Where are 
you taking me, 

Sleeves?  

Like I said,
something’s wrong. 
No time to explain. 

Just hurry up!

It’s the 
curse.

What is 
going on?

The curse 
isn’t exactly real. 

It’s just a story to keep 
kids in line. Stop us 
from wandering off 

and playing with things 
we shouldn’t.

No way! 
Sleeves, those 

can’t be...
Hivers?

I think
 so.

I’m not so 
sure about that. 

I saw her.
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Phewf! 
They’re back! 

I knew they wouldn’t 
leave me.

Unbelievable!

Hey, what 
the...?!

I think
 they really 

like me!
No, they’re 
mine, Kay. 

Hold up, 
little man. 

You said her. 
Her who? 

What 
are you 
doing?

This 
is their 
home. 
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You’re 
keeping 
them 

in this?!

What else 
am I supposed 
to do? They 
kept flying 

away!

When 
you want 

them? Sleeves, 
these are wild 

creatures. 
They need to 

be free!

I am the king.
I know best. I will 

keep them safe.

Don’t you 
dare!

Hey!
 Watch it,
 kiddo. 

Yeah. They 
kept flying away. 

Now they are here 
when I want to 
play with them.

So, problem 
solved. Besides, 

they like it 
in there.

I am not a 
kiddo! I am 

King Sleeves!

Did you ever 
wonder why?

No way!
Caged is  
not cool.

121120



One old van up on the 
Hill. I shouldn’t be too long. 
Gotta get out before the tide 

turns. We’ll be home for 
supper tonight. 

Okay, easy 
does it. You gotta make 
sure they are getting 

what they need. And why 
were you talking 
about the curse?

Good enough.
I’ll start getting  

this stuff tied down 
in case we get some 

weather crossing  
the strait!

How 
many more 

loads?

Better get
a move on,

Harold.

Well, there 
was ooze and 

this really strange— 
Never mind. It doesn’t 

matter now.

Ooze? 
Okay, Sleeves. 
Sure...ooze. 

Doesn’t sound 
good.

Let’s head back home 
and get you some food. 

It’s almost time for lunch 
anyhow. We can deal 

with this later.

Nearby, at Murmur Cove...

I said,  
Never mind. 

It’s fine. 
No one ever 

believes 
me!

I am the 
king, Kay. 
I make the 
rules here. 
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So, Sleeves,
 who were you 
talking about up 
there? Who did 

you see?

I’m not sure. 
Some old lady 
with a weird 

voice.

Oh? 
What did 
she say? 
Sleeves?

Where have 
you been? I was 
getting worried! 

 Big deal!
You are always 

worried! It 
doesn’t matter.

Well, maybe this
 time it does matter. 

Jenna, Sleeves said he saw 
someone up there. On the 

Hill. Someone he 
doesn’t know.

The Hill? Sleeves, who were you 
talking to? What have you been 

up to?! You know you aren’t 
allowed beyond the fence.

Yeah, Sleeves. 
You’re a little 

too young to be 
wandering off 
on your own. 

What 
do you 
care?

 You never 
listen to me! 
You just boss 

me around. You 
only care about 

your stupid  
go-kart!

Sleeves! 
Answer me!  

Can you 
hear me?
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What did you do that 
for? Sleeves, get back 

here right now!

Sleeves!

Sleeves, 
don’t do it. 

We’re listening 
now.

Sleeves, 
don’t be 
crazy.

My 
panels!
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It’s back!
 Oh no. What is 

this stuff?

It’s everywhere! 
What’s happening? 
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That’s it. Nice and 
easy. That stuff is not 

good for you. 

Sniff!  

Rough 
day?

Sort of. 
Who are 

you? Sniff! 

Just be 
still. I can 
help you.

You sure? 

Well, maybe 
just a bit.

Hermit?! Well, now...that isn’t what 
I would call myself. Is that what 

people call me? 

You’re a 
Grundle?!

Tabitha is 
my name.

Uhh, are you 
the hermit?

Sort of...

My full 
name is 
Tabitha 
Mary 

Grundle. 

 No way! You’re cursed. 
Oh man! I am too.

Cursed, am 
I? How’s 

that?

 You got too close to 
the Hivers. You weren’t 
supposed to, but you 
did. Then BAMMO! 

Cursed to roam alone. 
Alone forever!

At your service!
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All the way 
out here? By yourself? 

With nobody else to 
talk to?

Well, yes. 
It seems to suit me 

just fine. Better than in 
town anyhow.

Nothing, really. 
I just never quite 

fit in.  

What’s 
wrong with 

town?

 Lots of rules in town. 
Lots of people telling 

you what to do and how 
to act. So I figured, 

Why stay there? 

Yeah. I get 
that. I never get 

anything right. Everyone 
is always telling me what 

I do wrong.

But what 
about the Hivers? 
What about the 

curse?

Hmm. Perhaps 
you’re not too far off. I do 
spend a lot of time alone. 

But I’m not cursed. I chose 
to live out here.

Well, Sleeves. 
The Hivers are a very  

special part of Sueño Bay. 
They are responsible for 

spreading the dust that helps 
our plants grow. The dust  

that stops the darkness. And  
a long time ago I made  

a big mistake.  

Mistake? 
What did 
you do?

That’s 
a funny 
name.

I like it!
At least, I 
think I do.

Young man, 
what is your 

name? Everyone 
calls me 
Sleeves.

Locked 
them up? 

I don’t talk 
about it much. 
I guess you 
could say I 

locked them up.
It was awful.
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Kate? My twin sister? I don’t 
know. I haven’t spoken to her 

in nearly thirty years.

What about 
your sister?

Where is she?

Anyway, the 
darkness spread, and 

I was blamed. My sister 
tried to explain. She set 

them free and they were 
able to spread their dust. 
Only then did the darkness 

go away... 

Yes. At first it wasn’t a big deal, 
but then things began to happen. 

Plants started to turn black. 
The Hivers needed to be free. 

Their role is too important.
I didn’t understand.

It has been a long time, but I’m
 not sure about any of that. Anyway, 
the other day I ate a bad mushroom. 

I felt terrible for about three 
days. I went back to where I had 
picked it and saw the darkness. 

Nothing is going 
wrong! The Hivers 

are fine! Stay 
away from me! 

I...I 
didn’t...

Something must 
be terribly wrong! 

Something must 
have happened to 

the Hivers.

But I couldn’t
 face the mess I’d 
made. We are all 

responsible for our 
own actions. 

Thirty years?! 
I bet she misses 
you. I know I’d 

miss my sister. You 
should find her. Remember. 

We are all 
responsible for 

our own
actions.

135134



Well, can 
we fix it?

All that work. 
I hope I can 
patch it back 

together.
As long as 

it still starts, 
we’ll be good. 

Sorry about your 
panels, Kay.

Where did 
Sleeves go?

I think I know, but he 
wouldn’t like my telling.

I have no idea. He 
keeps running off.  

Ugh, what is 
this? Gross!
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 This stuff is 
everywhere. The 
plants don’t look

 so good. 

 Keep moving! 
We’d better 
be quick.

Kay! Where 
are you taking 

us? Where is my 
brother?

What 
is going on, 

Kay? What has 
Sleeves done?

We need to find 
him fast. 

Oh no! The darkness! It’s the curse of the 
Hivers! Sleeves knew something was up. 

We need to shake a leg, guys! 

It’s coming
 from the forest, 

from the Hill.
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Up a Tree 
Without a 

Paddle

CHAPTER FIVE



It looks 
so different 
covered in 

goop.
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Sniff. We are all 
responsible for 

our own actions!

It’s 
time to let 
them go.

That doesn’t 
sound good.
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Ha, ha, ha. 
I got this!

Hang on, 
little guys! 

I’m coming!

Oof!
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Hey, 
guys.
Over 
here!

You’re 
okay!

No time for 
chitchat. I’m 
in a hurry.

Sleeves!!! 
What is going 

on?

Don’t touch 
the black! It’s not 
safe! I have to let 
them go! This is all 

because of me.

Let who go? The Hivers! They’re 
locked in the castle, and I 

need to free them!

I just 
wanted someone 
to like me, to be 

nice to me. 

Yeah, and 
things got 
weird.

Hivers? 
What’s he—

He’s found Moon 
Creatures.
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Stuck? What 
do you mean? 

Where are they 
stuck? 

In my van. 
It’s our home. 

Our castle. 

What is this 
black stuff? Sleeves, 
answer me! What 

is going on?!

The Hivers are 
supposed to stop it, but 

they are stuck.

No! Sleeves, Moon Creatures 
can’t be locked up. It upsets 

the balance. You can’t 
control them!

I wasn’t hurting them. 
I was keeping them safe. 
If they’d flown away, 
they might not have

 come back.

I was wrong. 
I have to let them go. 
This ooze is wrecking 
everything. C’mon!
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Some 
castle.

It’s 
moving!

It’s 
this way. 
Follow me. 

I’m too
 late!

No!!! Where are 
you taking them? 

Hivers! Nooo!
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That’s the scrap-
metal guy from the 
mainland. He has his 

landing barge at 
 Murmur Cove! 

How will we 
catch up?

We’re miles
away.

Could 
we use the 

kart? I mean, 
did I wreck 
it? Or will it 
work? I’m 

really sorry 
about that. 

Hurry! We 
have to set them free. 
The ooze is spreading 

everywhere. 

 Well, it’s
not great. 

But we have 
no other 

choice—we 
have to try.

How do 
we start it, 

Jenna?
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We’ll never 
catch up to them. 
This is a disaster!

Don’t 
panic now. Think 
positive and it’ll 

happen.

Kay, 
positive 

isn’t
exactly 
realistic.

Huff, huff. 
It’s not starting! 

What are we 
gonna do? 

Jenna?

What?! 
Well, you gotta 

prime it, Ollie. Press 
that button three 

times, slowly. 

Okay, 
now try 
the cord.

Go, 
Ollie.

Wait.

157156



Jenna! You 
saved us!

Of course 
I got it! Now get in, 

you guys!

Ha, ha, ha! 
You got it! 

You 
got this, 
Jenna. 

Okay, 
everyone. 

Stand back!

 Oliver, 
move over. 
The choke 

needs to be
 turned on. 

 Oh, please, 
Jenna. 

Hurry up!

Shotgun!
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What is 
taking so 

long?

Come 
on, Ollie.

You
 can do 

it!

Come 
on.

 Pull 
harder!

But I—
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What 
do you brats 

want?
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Just what are you kids doing?! 
You looking for a tetanus 

shot? Get outta here.
I said let go!

Out of my way, 
buddy! I don’t have 

time for this!

Wha...?

Oh? You better 
make some time. 

Get back here! Let 
go of that  handle.

Sleeves, 
be careful!

It’s not opening!

Ah, 
guys, we’re 

too late!
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Sleeves, 
get down 
here this 

instant! That’s 
too high. 

Amazing. 
There are  
so many.

What in 
the...

170



 So, um, Carl, are 
we all done here? 

You should 
see it on a 
full moon!
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That’s it, 
guys. Hurry! 
It’s working! 
We did it!



All’s Fair at 
the Fair

CHAPTER SIX
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We better 
hurry up. Sleeves 

will be on any 
minute now.

I’m so 
pumped we 
got second 

place! 

 I’m just happy 
we had a kart to 

enter.

I think the judges really 
liked your panels, Kay.

They turned out 
to be a great idea. 
They added a lot of 

personality.

You think so? 
Ha, ha, ha.

What did you 
guys think? Did 
it sound okay?

Sleeves, you 
were amazing! Guess all 
that practice paid off!

Sure 
did! Thanks, 

Jenna.

Mom 
filmed the 
whole thing 
to show Dad 
when he gets 

home.
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I guess my sister isn’t 
that bad...sometimes.

 Sleeves, 
cotton candy 
will rot your 

teeth! 

I know, 
I know, 

but it tastes 
so good!
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