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About the Author

Elly-Kree (McKay) George (1924-2003) was of Scottish-Cherokee descent
and grew up in Ohio. From an early age she loved all facets of nature.
Later as a Girl Scout leader and an Audubon Jr. Club leader, she was
able to instill a respect of the natural world in both her own children
and neighborhood kids. After observing her grandchildren taking nature
walks, Elly-Kree wrote “Please Don’t Step on Me” to remind them and
others to be kind to all creatures. Elly-Kree was married to a member of
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, artist Edwin George, and lived

on the Cherokee reservation in North Carolina.

ADVANCED READUBG MATERIAL

37



38

About the lllustrator

Jesse Hummingbird (1952-2021) was born in Tahlequah, Oklahoma, and
was a member of the Cherokee Nation. He became a fulltime artist in
the early 1980s, using a traditional “flat-style” that was made famous by
earlier Native Oklahoma artists. In 2015, Jesse was named a Tribal Elder
by the Cherokee Nation, and in 2017, a National Treasure, an honor
given by the tribe to those who are helping to keep Cherokee art and
culture alive. Sadly, on June 17, 2021, Jesse succumbed to health issues.
His wife, Sandy, said, “My heart is broken, but | too will power on as |
promised him.”
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A special thanks to Alfreda Beartrack-Algeo for her help in completing the
work of illustrator Jesse Hummingbird. Sadly, Jesse succumbed to health
problems and was unable to finish all of his colorful illustrations. Alfreda
graciously stepped in and completed Jesse’s work in his unique style.
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