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ItIt’’s too early to be awake!s too early to be awake!
A young boy and his cat are awake before his moms 
and sister. It’s too early to make a sound, but his 
rumbling tummy needs to be fed. The boy and his 
cat finish their breakfast just in time to say “Good 
morning!” to the rest of the family.

The cadence of this adorable rhyming board 
book will delight readers young and old, and the 
representation of a family with two moms makes this 
a meaningful addition to every bookshelf.
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A young child wakes up before the rest of the household to make himself and his cat breakfast.

FORMAT: 
6 x 6 
16 pages

KEY SELLING POINTS:
• �The author won a Lambda Literary Award in 1997 and 2007, and was a finalist on 14 other occasions. 

• �In 2007, 2013 and 2021, the author had books recognized by IBBY’s Outstanding Books for Young People with Disabilities. 

• �This book features same-sex parents. 

• �Also available in French as Trop tôt pour se lever! (9781459831780).

• �This book is being published alongside Bedtime, Not Playtime by the same author  
and illustrator, which features a girl, her dog and her dads. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 
LAWRENCE SCHIMEL writes in both Spanish and English and has published over 120 books as 
author or anthologist in a wide range of genres, including fiction, poetry, graphic novels and children’s 
literature. He has twice won a Lambda Literary Award and has also won a Crystal Kite Award from the 
Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators, a White Raven from the International Youth Library 
in Munich, and has been chosen for IBBY’s Outstanding Books for Young People with Disabilities three 

times. Lawrence is also a prolific literary translator. He lives in Madrid, Spain, where he founded the Spanish chapter of 
the Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators and served as regional advisor for five years.

Boardbook
9781459826700
$10.95

PDF
9781459826717 

EPUB
9781459826724 

9781459826731



ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR: 
ELĪNA BRASLIŅA lives in Rīga, Latvia. After studying French and linguistics, she earned her BA 
and MA from the Art Academy of Latvia, specializing in printmaking. For the last number of years, she has 
worked in children’s book illustration and has earned a number of international awards for her craft.

PROMOTIONAL PLANS INCLUDE:
• �Print and online advertising campaigns 
• �Promotion at national and regional school, library and trade conferences 
• �Extensive ARC distribution, including NetGalley 
• �Blog and social media promotion 
• �Outreach in Orca newsletters

BISACS
JUV060000 JUVENILE FICTION / LGBT
JUV019000 JUVENILE FICTION / Humorous Stories
JUV002050 JUVENILE FICTION / Animals / Cats

RIGHTS
North America

AGES
0–2

PUBLICITY
For more information or a review copy, please contact Kennedy Cullen at kennedy@orcabook.com
Order online at orcabook.com or orders@orcabook.com or 1-800-210-5277

@orcabook



Lawrence Schimel & Elīna Braslina

Early One Morning



Light fills the window
and I see the sun.



I jump out of bed.
The day has begun!



My moms are still
in bed asleep.



My sister too.
I won’t make a peep.



But then I hear
a rumbling sound!



It’s not from my tummy
so I look all around.



Through the door
I see a flash of fur.

Cat’s awake too.
What I heard was her purr!



Cat’s awake too.
What I heard was her purr!



In the kitchen
I carefully spread



butter across
a slice of bread.



Cat decides
to eat instead



just the butter—
without any bread!



Time for a drink.
I gulp and she sips.



Then I wipe the milk
from both our lips.



When the others finally
get out of bed

Cat and I
have been thoroughly fed.



Cat and I
have been thoroughly fed.

Good morning. 
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