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grumble, yawn follows the onomatopoeic antics of a young girl and her cat as they resist bedtime 
routine. This toddler-friendly book is composed entirely of sounds, and adults and children alike will have fun 
with this silly story that calls out to be read aloud with emphasis and humorous inflection. Howl moan squawk 
stomp—readers may recognize their own cacophonous bedtimes as the main character refuses to quietly 
go to sleep. Conceptualized and written by award-winning author Deborah Kerbel and illustrated by artist 
Jacqui Lee, this board book will delight readers of all ages.

Deborah Kerbel is the critically acclaimed, award-winning author of several books for young people of all 
ages. Her books have been shortlisted for the Governor General’s Literary Award, the Canadian Library 
Association’s YA Book Award and the Forest of Reading Blue Spruce Award, among others. Deborah was 
born in London, UK, and raised in Toronto where she now lives with her family.

Jacqui Lee’s illustrations are focused on storytelling and are inspired by the world around her. Jacqui’s  
I Am Josephine was a CCBC Best Book for Kids and Teens, and she was awarded an Alcuin Society Award for 
Excellence in Book Design for Murilla Gorilla and the Hammock Problem. Her work is fun, cheerful and aims to 
bring a smile to people’s faces. She loves the handmade and textural look of gouache paint and often carries 
a sketchbook with her, especially while travelling. An alumnus of the Alberta University of the Arts, she now 
lives in London, UK.

For more information, contact Kennedy Cullen
1-800-210-5277 • kennedy@orcabook.com
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Grumble, Yawn
Author: Deborah Kerbel  Illustrator: Jacqui Lee   March 15, 2022

A young girl and her cat have a noisy bedtime in this board book composed of only onomatopoeias.

Format:  Board Book   PDF   EPUB
7 x 7  9781459828674  9781459828681  9781459828698
20 pages 
$10.95

KEY SELLING POINTS
•   Noises propel a reader through this story and encourage young children to try making the sounds 

themselves. 
•   The author grew up with a deaf sibling and has always been interested in the diverse and creative 

expressions people use to describe and mimic sounds. 
•   The author’s Sun Dog won the 2019 IODE Ontario Jean Throop Book Award. Her other recent picture 

books include Snow Days, Slow Moe and When Molly Drew Dogs. 
•   This is the second in a series of sound-based board books from the author and illustrator. The first 

title, Swish, Slosh, was published in Fall 2021.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 
Deborah Kerbel is the critically acclaimed, award-winning author of several books 
for young people of all ages. Her books have been shortlisted for the Governor 
General’s Literary Award, the Canadian Library Association’s YA Book Award and 
the Forest of Reading Blue Spruce Award, among others. Deborah was born in 
London, UK, and raised in Toronto where she now lives with her family.

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR:
Jacqui Lee’s illustrations are focused on storytelling and are inspired by the world 
around her. Jacqui’s I Am Josephine was a CCBC Best Book for Kids and Teens, and 
she was awarded an Alcuin Society Award for Excellence in Book Design for Murilla 
Gorilla and the Hammock Problem. Her work is fun, cheerful and aims to bring a 
smile to people’s faces. She loves the handmade and textural look of gouache 
paint and often carries a sketchbook with her, especially while travelling. An 
alumnus of the Alberta University of the Arts, she now lives in London, UK.



PROMOTIONAL PLANS INCLUDE:
•   Print and online advertising campaigns 
•   Promotion at national and regional school, library and trade conferences 
•   Extensive ARC distribution, including NetGalley 
•   Blog and social media promotion 
•   Outreach in Orca newsletters
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Summary: A young girl and her cat have a noisy bedtime in this board book composed of only onomatopoeias.

Orca Book Publishers is committed to reducing the consumption of nonrenewable resources in the  
making of our books. We make every effort to use materials that support a sustainable future.

Orca Book Publishers gratefully acknowledges the support for its publishing programs provided by the  
following agencies: the Government of Canada, the Canada Council for the Arts  

and the Province of British Columbia through the BC Arts Council and the Book Publishing Tax Credit.

Artwork was created with gouache paint and finished digitally.
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Orca Book Publishers is proud of the hard 
work our authors do and of the important 
stories they create. If you are reading this 
book and did not purchase it or did not check 
it out from a library provider, then the author 
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