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it’s hard to focus at puppy school when there are all kinds of pups to play with, 
water to splash in...and so many smells! But Sally doesn’t give up and keeps trying, ending the day 
triumphantly. Just like children, puppies have a lot to learn about and explore in the world around them. 
This sweet story will give confidence to young readers as they venture into the world to learn and try 
new things.

Andrew Larsen is the award-winning author of more than ten books for young readers, including In the 
Tree House, a TD Canadian Children’s Literature Award finalist; The Bagel King, one of CCBC’s Best Books 
for Kids and Teens; and A Squiggly Story, a finalist for the OLA’s Blue Spruce Award. He lives in Toronto 
with his family and their dog named Sally.

Born in Hong Kong, Dawn Lo is an illustrator currently based in Vancouver, British Columbia, on the 
unceded lands of the Squamish, Musqueam and Tsleil-Waututh First Nations. Her work has appeared 
in the picture books Snow Song and The Rainbow Garden Is My Friend, as well as in stationery, greeting 
cards, public art installations, murals and more! When she is not drawing at her home studio, she works 
at the public library where she can surround herself with more books.
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Sally’s Big Day
Author: Andrew Larsen		  Illustrator: Dawn Lo			   February 14, 2023

In this sweet board book about learning new things, a curious young dog goes to her first day of puppy school.

FORMAT		  Hardcover 		  PDF			   EPUB
8 x 8”		  9781459834613		  9781459834620		  9781459834637
32 pages		  $19.95

KEY SELLING POINTS
•  �The book shows how sometimes learning is not easy and that’s okay. The teacher demonstrates warmth and 

encouragement for the new learners.
•  �Puppies share many similarities with children, such as curiosity, energy and playfulness. 
•  �Puppy school is in many ways like preschool. Readers will relate to the experiences of starting a new school, 

trying to train a puppy, or both! 
•  �Andrew Larsen has two children and a puppy named Sally. He was inspired by his experiences with puppy 

school and wrote most of this book while out walking Sally. 
•  �The adorable illustrations include a rabbit hidden in most spreads for a search and find activity.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Andrew Larsen is the award-winning author of more than ten books for young readers, 
including In the Tree House, a TD Canadian Children’s Literature Award finalist; The Bagel 
King, one of CCBC’s Best Books for Kids and Teens; and A Squiggly Story, a finalist for the 
OLA’s Blue Spruce Award. He lives in Toronto with his family and their dog named Sally.

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR
Born in Hong Kong, Dawn Lo is an illustrator currently based in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, on the unceded lands of the Squamish, Musqueam and Tsleil-Waututh First 
Nations. Her work has appeared in the picture books Snow Song and The Rainbow Garden 
Is My Friend, as well as in stationery, greeting cards, public art installations, murals and 
more! When she is not drawing at her home studio, she works at the public library where 
she can surround herself with more books.
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Sally’s Big Day
PROMOTIONAL PLANS INCLUDE
•  �Print and online advertising campaigns 
•  �Promotion at national and regional school, library and trade conferences
•  �Extensive ARC distribution, including NetGalley 
•  �Blog and social media promotion 
•  �Outreach in Orca newsletters
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JUV039090 JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / New Experience

RIGHTS
Worldwide
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For more information or a review copy, please contact Kennedy Cullen at 
kennedy@orcabook.com

Order online at orcabook.com or orders@orcabook.com or 1-800-210-5277
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Sally is excited.
She is waiting by 

the door.



When Sally goes walking, 
she sees many things.

She sees a wagon.



Sally sees one, two, 
three, four pups.

Sally sees a pup in a pouch  
and a pup in a basket on a bike.

Where are they going?

She sees a pup 
in a stroller.



It’s the first day of 
puppy school.

Sally sees big pups 
and little pups.

Short pups and 
long pups.

Fluffy pups and 
smooth pups.



“Good morning, pups,” 
says the teacher.  
“Are you ready?”

Sally wags her tail. “Sit.”
Sally does not sit.

She sniffs.



“Sit.” 
Sally does not sit.

She sees something 
behind the tree.

What is it?



It’s time for recess.
The teacher gives each 

pup a bowl of water.

Sally slurps and splashes.

She plays with the 
other pups.

Recess is the best 
thing about school.



“Sit,” says the teacher when 
class begins again.

Is Sally sitting?
No.

Sally is squatting.
“That’s okay. Pups need to pee.”



“Sit.” 
Sally looks at the 

other pups. Sally sits.
“Good pup!”

The teacher reaches into her 
pocket and gives Sally a treat.

She does what 
the other pups 

are doing.



When Sally gets home, she lies 
down and closes her eyes.
What does she dream of?



Sally dreams of rabbits.



For Sally. Good Dog!  —A.L.

To all the good dogs out there.  —D.L.

Text copyright © Andrew Larsen 2023
Illustrations copyright © Dawn Lo 2023

Published in Canada and the United States  
in 2023 by Orca Book Publishers.

orcabook.com

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be  
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic  

or mechanical, including photocopying, recording or by any information storage and  
retrieval system now known or to be invented, without permission in writing from the publisher.

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication
Title: Sally’s big day / Andrew Larsen ; illustrated by Dawn Lo.

Names: Larsen, Andrew, 1960– author. | Lo, Dawn, 1992– illustrator.
Identifiers: Canadiana (print) 20220211094 | Canadiana (ebook) 20220211116 |  

ISBN 9781459834613 (hardcover) | ISBN 9781459834620 (PDF) | ISBN 9781459834637 (EPUB)
Classification: LCC PS8623.A77 S35 2023 | DDC JC813/.6—dc23

Library of Congress Control Number: 2022935251

Summary: In this sweet board book about learning new things, a curious young dog goes to her first day of puppy school.

Orca Book Publishers is committed to reducing the consumption of nonrenewable resources in  
the production of our books. We make every effort to use materials that support a sustainable future.

Orca Book Publishers gratefully acknowledges the support for its publishing programs provided by the following agencies:  
the Government of Canada, the Canada Council for the Arts and the Province of British Columbia  

through the BC Arts Council and the Book Publishing Tax Credit.

Cover and interior artwork by Dawn Lo
Artwork created digitally.

Printed and bound in the United States.

26   25   24   23  •  1   2   3   4



Orca Book Publishers is proud of the hard 
work our authors do and of the important 
stories they create. If you are reading this 
book and did not purchase it or did not check 
it out from a library provider, then the author 
has not received royalties for this book. The 
ebook you are reading is licensed for single use 
only and may not be copied, printed, resold or 
given away. If you are interested in using this 
book in a classroom setting, we have digital 
subscriptions with multi user, simultaneous 
access to our books, or classroom licenses 
available for purchase. For more information, 
please contact digital@orcabook.com.

ivaluecanadianstories.ca


