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families have fun becoming chickens and roosters, frogs and dogs, 
snails, whales and many more animals as children explore their creativity and uniqueness 
and caregivers play alongside. 

With messages of inclusiveness and unconditional acceptance, the rollicking, rhyming 
couplets depicting a day filled with dress-up and make-believe are a humorous and satisfying 
reminder to children of just how much their caregivers love them, no matter what.

Lana Vanderlee is a first-time author, nutrition policy researcher and mom. With a PhD in 
public health, Lana spends her time trying to make it is easier for people to live healthier 
lives. She grew up in the mountains of Banff, Alberta, and now resides in beautiful Quebec 
City with her family, where they spend most of their free time exploring parks and libraries.

Mike Deas is an author/illustrator of graphic novels, including the Sueño Bay Adventures 
series, the Tank & Fizz Mystery series and the Graphic Guide Adventure series. While he grew 
up with a love of illustrative storytelling, Capilano College’s commercial animation program 
helped Mike fine-tune his drawing skills and imagination. Mike and his family live on Salt 
Spring Island, British Columbia.
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Author: Lana Vanderlee		  Illustrator: Mike Deas			  May 16, 2023

In this lighthearted board book about unconditional love and acceptance, children and their caregivers imagine 
themselves as a variety of animals in a playful day of dress-up and make-believe.

FORMAT		  Board Book 		  PDF			   EPUB
6 x 6”		  9781459835559		  9781459835566		  9781459835573
22 pages		  $10.95

KEY SELLING POINTS
•  �With core messages of inclusivity, uniqueness and family belonging, this story can support children’s 

development and exploration of their own identities. 
•  �Illustrations incorporate intergenerational relationships and diverse family backgrounds so that many families 

will see themselves reflected in the story. 
•  �The book uses fun techniques to engage children in reading, such as rhyming clues and clever illustrations to 

help children guess what comes next. 
•  �The story reinforces tender and playful moments between caregivers and children that may inspire fun and 

silliness at home. 
•  �Features a huge variety of animals including mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish, mollusks and insects.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Lana Vanderlee is a first-time author, nutrition policy researcher and mom. With a PhD in 
public health, Lana spends her time trying to make it is easier for people to live healthier 
lives. She grew up in the mountains of Banff, Alberta, and now resides in beautiful Quebec 
City with her family, where they spend most of their free time exploring parks.

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR
Mike Deas is an author/illustrator of graphic novels, including the Sueño Bay Adventures 
series, the Tank & Fizz Mystery series and the Graphic Guide Adventure series. While he 
grew up with a love of illustrative storytelling, Capilano College’s commercial animation 
program helped Mike fine-tune his drawing skills and imagination. Mike and his family 
live on Salt Spring Island, British Columbia.
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PROMOTIONAL PLANS INCLUDE
•  �Print and online advertising campaigns 
•  �Promotion at national and regional school, library and trade conferences 
•  �Extensive ARC distribution, including NetGalley 
•  �Blog and social media promotion 
•  �Outreach in Orca newsletters
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If you’re a baby chicken, 
then I’ll be a chicken too. 
And if you’re a little rooster, 
then I’ll cock-a-doodle-doo!



If you can bark and wag your tail, 
well, then I’ll be a dog.

And if you live on lily pads, 
of course I’ll be a frog!



If you think that you’re a camel,  
then I think I’ll grow a hump. 

If you think that you’re a grasshopper,  
I’ll have to learn to jump! 



If you’re a baby hippo, 
I’ll wade deep into the water.

And if you like to splash and play, 
then I will be an otter!



If you’re moving very S-L-O-W-L-Y, 
then I think I’ll be a snail. 
If you’re diving in the ocean, 
then I’ll turn into a whale!



If you’re a baby elephant, 
I’ll have to grow a trunk. 

And if you’re striped and smelly, 
I suppose I’ll be a skunk.



If you can hop and bounce around, 
I’ll be a kangaroo. 

If you’re a fluffy little owl, 
I’ll loudly call, “Hoo, hoo!”



If you’re a slippery snake,
then I will slither smooth and low.
Or perhaps a little fish? 
Then I’ll be swimming to and fro.



If you’re a batty bat, 
then I’ll sleep hanging in a tree.

And if you love bananas, 
then I’ll be a chimpanzee!



So whether we have feathers, fur 
or claws or even scales,

and whether we are kangaroos, 
or elephants or whales...



You’ll always be my little one, 
and I’ll be just like you.
So if you’re a baby chicken,
then I’ll be a chicken too.
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