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when gretel and hansel carelessly abandon their wood-gathering 
chores and follow a fox deeper into the woods, they come across a delicious-looking 
house, the home of a friendly witch. Hungry after thoughtlessly feeding their picnic 
lunch to the wildlife, the two children start to devour the candy shingles, shutters and 
walls until the house begins to crack and crumble. Despite her initial shock, the witch 
is caring to the strangers and invites them in. But when they overstep the boundaries 
of her hospitality and start eating everything inside as well, it’s time for Gretel and 
Hansel to get their just desserts! 

Told without words, this graphic, fractured retelling of the “Hansel and Gretel” 
fairy tale will delight readers of all ages with its colorful and playful imagery.

Author and illustrator Bee Waeland is the co-owner of the bespoke print house 
Vivid Print, in Edmonton. Having graduated from MacEwan University, Bee worked 
in design studios in Edmonton and Vancouver, British Columbia, before opening her 
own print shop, which sells local artwork and archive prints. Her style is bold in color 
and form with modernist and art deco influences. Bee has created art for individuals, 
businesses, interior design firms and publications. Gretel and Hansel is Bee’s second 
picture book, following The Three Bears and Goldilocks.

PICTURE BOOK 
Ages 3–5

Publication May 16, 2023
THE FINAL VERSION WILL BE A HARDCOVER

9781459833821 hc $19.95 
9781459833838 pdf • 9781459833845 epub

This is an advance reading copy of the 
uncorrected proofs and is not for sale. Changes 
may be made to the text before publication, so 

all quotations for review must be checked 
against the final bound book.

AD
VA

NCE READING CO
PY

MAY 16, 2023

There’s nothing sweet  
about Gretel and Hansel

05/23

For more information, contact Kennedy Cullen
1-800-210-5277 • kennedy@orcabook.com

B
E

E
  W

A
E

L
A

N
D

G
r

e
te

l  a
n

d
  H

a
n

s
e

l

ALSO AVAILABLE:



@orcabook

when gretel and hansel carelessly abandon their wood-gathering 
chores and follow a fox deeper into the woods, they come across a delicious-looking 
house, the home of a friendly witch. Hungry after thoughtlessly feeding their picnic 
lunch to the wildlife, the two children start to devour the candy shingles, shutters and 
walls until the house begins to crack and crumble. Despite her initial shock, the witch 
is caring to the strangers and invites them in. But when they overstep the boundaries 
of her hospitality and start eating everything inside as well, it’s time for Gretel and 
Hansel to get their just desserts! 

Told without words, this graphic, fractured retelling of the “Hansel and Gretel” 
fairy tale will delight readers of all ages with its colorful and playful imagery.

Author and illustrator Bee Waeland is the co-owner of the bespoke print house 
Vivid Print, in Edmonton. Having graduated from MacEwan University, Bee worked 
in design studios in Edmonton and Vancouver, British Columbia, before opening her 
own print shop, which sells local artwork and archive prints. Her style is bold in color 
and form with modernist and art deco influences. Bee has created art for individuals, 
businesses, interior design firms and publications. Gretel and Hansel is Bee’s second 
picture book, following The Three Bears and Goldilocks.

PICTURE BOOK 
Ages 3–5

Publication May 16, 2023
THE FINAL VERSION WILL BE A HARDCOVER

9781459833821 hc $19.95 
9781459833838 pdf • 9781459833845 epub

This is an advance reading copy of the 
uncorrected proofs and is not for sale. Changes 
may be made to the text before publication, so 

all quotations for review must be checked 
against the final bound book.

AD
VA

NCE READING CO
PY

MAY 16, 2023

There’s nothing sweet  
about Gretel and Hansel

05/23

For more information, contact Kennedy Cullen
1-800-210-5277 • kennedy@orcabook.com

B
E

E
  W

A
E

L
A

N
D

G
r

e
te

l  a
n

d
  H

a
n

s
e

l

ALSO AVAILABLE:



Orca Book Publishers is proud of the hard 
work our authors do and of the important 
stories they create. If you are reading this 
book and did not purchase it or did not check 
it out from a library provider, then the author 
has not received royalties for this book. The 
ebook you are reading is licensed for single use 
only and may not be copied, printed, resold or 
given away. If you are interested in using this 
book in a classroom setting, we have digital 
subscriptions with multi user, simultaneous 
access to our books, or classroom licenses 
available for purchase. For more information, 
please contact digital@orcabook.com.

ivaluecanadianstories.ca



Gretel and Hansel
Author/Illustrator: Bee Waeland					     May 16, 2023

A graphic, wordless retelling of the classic “Hansel and Gretel” with a twist: two lost children 
take advantage of a kind witch’s hospitality.
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KEY SELLING POINTS
•  �A wordless retelling of a classic fairy tale in which Hansel and Gretel are shown as 

thoughtless and greedy while the witch is just trying to be kind to strangers. 
•  �The illustrator is known for her design work for publications such as the Toronto Star, West 

Jet Magazine and Marie Claire. 
•  �Wordless picture books strengthen family literacy when read together, while also enabling 

independent learning for children who are not yet reading. 
•  �The dark humor will appeal to readers of all ages. 
•  �The second wordless fractured fairy tale from the author/illustrator, following The Three 

Bears and Goldilocks.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR
Author and illustrator Bee Waeland is the co-owner of the bespoke 
print house Vivid Print, in Edmonton. Having graduated from 
MacEwan University, Bee worked in design studios in Edmonton and 
Vancouver, British Columbia, before opening her own print shop, 
which sells local artwork and archive prints. Her style is bold in color 
and form with modernist and art deco influences. Bee has created 
art for individuals, businesses, interior design firms and publications. 
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PROMOTIONAL PLANS INCLUDE

•  �Print and online advertising campaigns 
•  �Promotion at national and regional school, library and trade conferences 
•  �Extensive ARC distribution, including NetGalley 
•  �Blog and social media promotion 
•  �Outreach in Orca newsletters
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