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In the beginning
wag First Woman.



Her name wag Hunl;u.
Hunku wag imr ar[',a
and never & S
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Hunku would go to the riverbank
Q every day and cry hergelf {o gleep.




A cerfain beaver lived in the river that Hunku vigited daily.

Beaver wag in love with Hunku.
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He marveled at the
way the gunlight
reflected off her
long black hair.
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You will be First Man
and wil| be called Takahe.
But one day 7 must
rcturn to the river and
go back to bemg

a beaver agam







5"“0&4"..

4
AR IR0 <

Upon awakening,
Hunku wag surpriged
to find Takahe gleeping
]og her gide.
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Takahe gaid, Do not be alarmed, 5

2

most beautiful ope. 1 have come

te you frem Wakan Ta?k A
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Hunku wag pleaged. She wag no longer lonely
with Takahe by her gide.
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Tlf\eg elféjoyed
their life
togetlf\er.

\ Hunku gave

| | 5
‘ birth to

J l four beautiful
e — daughtfers.
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The daughters,

being morial

grew up quick]y

and married the
four gong of Tate,
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the dpirit of the Wind.
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Cach couple

cjourheyed to one

of the four directiong
to form a Sacrec[
medicine wheel.



The eldest daughier married
Sya, the eldest son of Tate.







The second eldest daughter
married Yata the second
eldegt son of Tate.
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The third eldest daughfer married
Yan]oa, the third eldest son of Tate.




Theg moved to the east.
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Then, the day that Takahe wag dreading fihally arrived.
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Wakan Tanka gaid, “Takahe, it ig fime
for you to refurn to the water
from whence you came.’
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Hunku cried ag Takahe

turned back infe a beaver.

ling Copy



Beaver waddled to the
edge of the river and
digappeared beneath the
gurface of the water.
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~ She would go fo the riverbank
~ every day and cry hersgelf o gleep.

Hunku pleaded, ‘Wakan Tanka,
pleage turn me inte a free go

| can be near Beaver forever.’
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she had changed info
a cotlonwood tree.
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Her armg were strong limbg
that lifted high toward the heaveng
Her feet were strong roolg that bore deep into the earth.
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Tate blew
hig gentfle
breezeg
through
Cottonwood's
dancing leaves.

L




Cottonwood would ging to all the animalg, including a love gong

to a cerfain beaver that lived in the hearby river.

To thig day, you will find COUOKWéocf"
living near beodieg of water and beaverg
living near coffonwood {rees.
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